
The Rotary Club of 
Port Perry recently 
hosted five business 
professionals from 
Siberia, as part of an 
international study 
exchange. 
Karen was thrilled to 
meet these young 
Russians and learn 
about life in their 
home country. Two of 
them stayed at Karen 
and John’s home for 
six days. 

            Karen spent nine weeks and covered 12,000 
km  touring the island of Newfoundland with her 
husband John in their RV this summer. She was thrilled 
to observe the powerful, beautiful vistas of ‘The Rock’, 
including numerous icebergs. She hiked and 
photographed extensively in the national parks and 
while there, painted with two Artists in Residence. Karen 
and John were privileged to meet many wonderful 
Islanders during their trip and learn about the local 
history, language, music, art and architecture. Karen 
looks forward to capturing this island paradise in many 
future paintings. ‘Shipwreck Point’, pictured right, is the 
second watercolour in this series. 
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One of the visitors, Dr. 
Alexey Romanchyk, a 
maxillofacial surgeon, 
purchased ‘Winter 
Wonderland III’, 
pictured above, to 
take back to Russia  
as a gift for his wife 
Mariya. 

            When Aprille and Heber Janes visited Karen on the studio tour 
this spring and heard she was visiting Newfoundland this summer, they 
arranged to view her photos and sketches after the trip, with a large 

painting in mind.  
Heber (who is from Newfoundland) and 
Aprille selected a panoramic scene from 
Great Brehat, near St. Anthony’s. Karen 
was thrilled to create ‘Where Ice Meets 
Rock’, pictured left, in the size they 
wanted, custom framed for their Scugog 
Island home.                    

             

             Karen’s large watercolour from her Havana series, ‘Cuban 
Rhythms’, pictured right, was honoured with 
an Award of Excellence and a cash prize by 
the Town of Ajax and PineRidge Arts Council 
at their 9th Annual Juried Show in Ajax on 
Nov. 2.  
             Juror Linda Jansma, curator of the 
Robert McLaughlin Gallery in Oshawa, 
selected 60 paintings for the show from 
180 entries and handed out 19 awards in 
total. The exhibition continues until Dec. 2 
in the Atrium of the McLean Community 
Centre, 95 Magill Drive, Ajax, and is open 
Monday to Sunday from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. 




